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The President today signed H. R. 471 which declares that certain lands in Carson Â National Â Forrest,
New Mexico,Â  areÂ Â  Â held Â in Â trust Â for the Pueblo Â de Â Taos. This tract, comprisedÂ  ofÂ 
approximatelyÂ  48,000 acresÂ  of landÂ  and theÂ  BlueÂ  Lake, hasÂ  beenÂ  usedÂ  by theÂ  TaosÂ 
PuebloÂ  IndiansÂ  forÂ Â  religiousÂ  and tribal purposes since the fourteenth century.

In 1906, the United States Government appropriated these lands for the creation of a national
forest.Â The Indian Claim s Commission has determined Â that the governmentÂ  tookÂ  theseÂ  lands
Â without compensation,Â TheÂ  President,Â  Â in his July 8,Â  1970 Message to CongressÂ on
IndianÂ Affairs said:

The restoration of the Blue Lake lands to the Taos Pueblo Indians is an issue of unique and critical
importance to Indi ans. throughout the country.Â I therefore take this opportunity wholeheartedly to
endorse legislation which would restore 48,000 acres of sacred and to the Taos Pueblo people, with the
statutoryÂ  promise thatÂ  theyÂ  would beÂ  ableÂ  toÂ  useÂ  theseÂ  landsÂ  forÂ  traditionalÂ 
purposesÂ  and that except for such uses the lands would remain forever wild.

H. R. 471 would declare that the U.S.Â  holdsÂ  title,Â  in trust for the Pueblo de Taos, to the described
area and that the l and s will become part of the Pueblo de Taos Reservation and will be administered
by the Secretary of theÂ  InteriorÂ  under the lawsÂ  and regulationsÂ  applicableÂ  to otherÂ  Indian
trust land.Â The bill Â provides that the IndiansÂ  shallÂ  use the land forÂ  traditionalÂ  purposesÂ 
only,Â  such asÂ religious ceremonies, hunting and fishing, a source of water , for age for livestock ,
wood, timberÂ  and otherÂ  naturalÂ  resourcesÂ  forÂ Â  theirÂ  personalÂ  use,Â Â  subjectÂ  toÂ  the
necessary conservation Â practicesÂ  Â prescribed Â by the Secretary. Except Â for these described
practices, the land will remain forever wild and will be administeredÂ  as a wildernessÂ  underÂ the
WildernessÂ Act of 1964.

Other provisionsÂ  ofÂ  H.Â  R.Â Â  471 include the permission for nonmembers of the tribe to enterÂ 
the landsÂ  forÂ  purposesÂ  compatibleÂ  with wildernessÂ  preservationÂ  upon consent of the tribe.
This bill does not alter the rights of present holders of federal leases Â or Â permits Â covering Â the
Â land Â but Â would Â authorize Â the Â Pueblo, withÂ  tribalÂ  funds,Â Â  toÂ  obtainÂ  theÂ 
relinquishmentÂ  ofÂ  suchÂ  leasesÂ  or permits. Finally, this bill directs the Indian Claims Commission
to determine to what extent the value of land conveyed in this legislation should be set off against any
claims the TaosÂ  may haveÂ  against the United States.
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